The Urban Block










Urban Form-Basics:
The Urban BLOCK

Principles

Chinese Boxes of
Outside/Inside
(Public/Private)

Inside/outside Block

Inside/outside
Parcel/House

Character change at ALLEY
vs street




Urban Form-Basics: The Urban Block

Structure:

Blocks comprise Towns
Neighborhoods & Villages
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Urban Form-Basics: Urban Renewal

WILLIAMSBURG HOUSES
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Basics:

Urban Form
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Urban Form-Basics: The Urban Block

Structure:

inside & outside
public & private
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Urban Form-Basics




Urban Form-Basics: The Urban Block - Inside/Private




Great Place Basics:
Diversity and Urban Form




Great Place Basics:
Dlver31ty and the Block

DN Loy
e < X4

LAy Vo ’
' e
|




The Basics:
omplementary
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Urban Form-Basics: The Urban Block - Change Uses Within




Great Place Basics:
Siting: Lot Coverage / Parking
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Urban Form-Basics: The Urban Block

Structure:

Parcel
Inside & outside




Block Structure:
Siting: Private Open Space
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Block Structure:
Siting: Private Open Space

Elements
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Urban Form-Basics: The Urban Block — Outside & Inside

I'he block inteniors are spatially distinct; these are the private open space of the
residents, for children and gardens, They are the lungs of the ity

he building plans work with this public/private duality, placing the mon

public rooms to the street side, and the private rooms, such as bedrooms, toward

the private backyard and/or in the upper floors.
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Urban Form-Basics: The Urban Block - Inside/Private




Urban Form-Basics: The Urban Block - Interior




~ THE PRINGLE AND HORRY HOWSES ~.

The public and private resbm can only exist
with an architecture to support (i,

©1991 Richard Jensen

A lesson from the tradition of Charleston, South Carolina, is useful here. The Charleston
single-house, which is set “sideways to the street” in series, puts one side of the house broad
against the neighbor’s property line (generally to the north). The tradition of north-side
manners limits windows on this side to those necessary for light. The northern neighbor
then retains the privacy of his/her side yard. Set in series (one side open, the other closed),

these houses are able to open fully toward their side-yard gardens.



LINGLE AND my HOWSES ~
private restm can only exist
to support (L.
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©1998 Armando Montero/Geolffrey Ferrell

and Suzanne Askew/Treasure Coast Regional Planning Council
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In-town dwellings must provide comfortable private open space (yard) and contribute to
creating the public space of the street. These yards are not under scrutiny of the neighbors
or from the street. This privacy allows the house to open to its gardens. Private life balances

public life.
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A City of Neighborhoods

A Hierarchy of Streets




Urban Form-Basics:
The Urban Neighborhood in the Town/City




Urban Form-Basics: Hierarchy of Streets
(character/function)
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Urban Form-Basics: Hierarchy of Streets
(character/function)




Urban Form-Basics: Hierarchy of Streets
(character/function)
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Urban Form-Basics: Hierarchy of Streets
(character/function)
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18th ' Century
savannah, GA
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