
How	Architecture	Interacts
with	the	FBC	Process

Form-based	Codes	for	Architects:		Myths	and	Realities
October	13,	2016

Arlington	County	Government
Department	of	Community	Planning,	Housing	&	Development

Keith	Covington,	AIA,	Principal

Common	Ground	Urban	Design	+	Planning
Nashville,	Tennessee

Justin	Falango,	RA,	AICP,	Chief	Architect	&	Urban	Designer



TYPICAL	FBC	PROCESS
AT	A	GLANCE

PRE-APPLICATION	
CONFERENCE

PRELIMINARY	
SKETCHES

(RECOMMENDED)

FORMAL	
SUBMITTAL

DRC
APPROVAL

ADMINISTRATIVE
APPROVAL

COMMISSION
APPROVAL

OR

OR



VERY	IMPORTANT	EVEN	IF	NOT REQUIRED

OPPORTUNITY	TO	ASK	QUESTIONS	ABOUT	
THE	FORM-BASED	CODE,	EXPECTATION,	AND	
THE	PROCESS	FOR	APPROVAL

OPPORTUNITY	TO	SHARE	PRELIMINARY	IDEAS	
OR	SKETCHES	FOR	EARLY	FEEDBACK

TYPICAL	FBC	PROCESS
PRE-APPLICATION	CONFERENCE



NOT	TYPICALLY	REQUIRED,	BUT	STRONGLY	
RECOMMENDED

OPPORTUNITY	TO	GET	INPUT	ON	DESIGN	
EARLY	IN	THE	DESIGN	PROCESS

OPPORTUNITY	TO	GET	FEEDBACK	ON	
POTENTIAL	ISSUES

TYPICAL	FBC	PROCESS
PRELIMINARY	SKETCHES	(RECOMMENDED)



IF	YOU	DON’T	HAVE	A	SUBMITTAL	CHECKLIST,	
ASK	FOR	ONE.		IF	THERE	IS	NO	SUBMITTAL	
CHECKLIST,	MAKE	YOUR	OWN

TYPICAL	FBC	PROCESS
FORMAL	SUBMITTAL



TYPICAL	FBC	PROCESS
FORMAL	SUBMITTAL	– COMPLIANCE	CHECKLIST



MEET	WITH	STAFF	EARLY	AND	OFTEN

YOUR	WORK	IS	HELPING	STAFF	TO	
IMPLEMENT	THE	VISION	– THINK	OF	STAFF	AS	
A	PARTNER	OR	ALLY	

CREATE	EXHIBITS	OR	DIAGRAMS	THAT	SHOW	
COMPLIANCE	WITH	THE	CODE

IF	DEVIATIONS	ARE	NECESSARY	MAKE	A	CASE	
FOR	HOW	THE	PROJECT	STILL	MEETS	THE	
SPIRIT	OF	THE	CODE

TYPICAL	FBC	PROCESS
TIPS	FOR	A	SMOOTH	APPROVAL	PROCESS


